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Examiner 
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Status 

1)13 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 14 April 2003 

2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)|S This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters orosecution »« tn the msri .c ie 

DispositiofoSmr" 30 " with the practice under Exparte ^S'SSM t0 the mer,ts ,s 

4) 13 Claim(s) Utt is/are pending in the application. 
4a) Of the above claim(s) 1^29 is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) Q Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) 13 Claim(s) 30-33 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 
10)B The drawing(s) filed on 13 June 2001 is/are: a)E accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 85(a) 

1 DD The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)Q disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) Q The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

13) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f) 
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1 •□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 
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3. Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Staae 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17 2(a)) national btage 

See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) Q Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(e) (to a provisional application) 

T Th f translatlon of the forei 9 n language provisional application has been received 

15) B3 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Election/Restrictions 

1 . Claims 28-29 are withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 CFR 
1.142(b) as being drawn to a nonelected invention, there being no allowable generic or 
linking claim. Election was made without traverse in Paper No. 10. 

Priority 

2. This application is designated as a CIP of earlier filed application serial numbers 
09/795,772, 09/781,833, and 09/710,539. However, copies of these applications were 
not provided by applicant and were unavailable at the time of this writing. Applicant is 
advised to provide copies of these applications, including claims and specification, for 
consideration of new matter with respect to reliance on 35 USC 120. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
States' ° n * ° 0Untry ' m ° re tha " ° ne year Pri ° r t0 the date ° f a PP |ica,ion for P ate "t »n the United 



Claims 30-33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Eldridge et al. (U.S. 5,974,662). 
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Claim 30 

Regarding claim 30, the '662 patent discloses: a test head assembly for 
contacting a plurality of electronic devices on a semiconductor wafer (cover figure), the 
test head assembly comprising: a circuit board (i.e. probe card circuit board 502) having 
a plurality of contact areas (i.e. 510) disposed on a circuit board surface thereof; an 
interposer (i.e. 504) disposed in alignment with the circuit board (i.e. 502) adjacent to 
the circuit board surface, the interposer comprising a planar substrate having opposing 
interposer surfaces, a first plurality of integrally formed spring contacts (i.e. 514) 
mounted to the planar substrate, and extending from a first one of the opposing 
interposer surfaces, a second plurality of integrally formed spring contacts (i.e. 516) 
mounted to the planar substrate, and extending from a second one of the opposing 
interposer surfaces, wherein corresponding ones of the first plurality of integrally formed 
spring contacts (i.e. 514) are connected to corresponding ones of the second plurality of 
integrally formed spring contacts (i.e. 516), and contact tips of the first plurality of 
integrally formed spring contacts (i.e. 514) contact corresponding ones of the plurality of 
contact areas (i.e. 510); a substantially rigid contactor substrate (i.e. space transformer 
506) disposed in alignment with the interposer (i.e. 504) adjacent to the second one of 
the opposing interposer surfaces, the contactor substrate comprising a planar contactor 
surface having a first plurality of contact elements disposed thereon (i.e. 522) and 
positioned to contact corresponding terminals (i.e. 526) on the semiconductor wafer (i.e. 
508), and an opposite connecting surface having a second plurality of contact elements 
(i.e. 520) disposed thereon, wherein corresponding ones of the first plurality of contact 
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elements (i.e. 522) are connected to corresponding ones of the second plurality of 
contact elements (i.e. 520), and ones of the second plurality of contact elements (i.e. 
520) contact corresponding contact tips of the second plurality of integrally formed 
spring contacts (i.e. 516); and a fixture connected to the circuit board (e.g. 530, 534, 
etc.), the interposer (i.e. 504), and the contactor (i.e. space transformer 506) for holding 
the circuit board, the interposer, and the contactor in relation to one another (col. 27, 
lines 34-63). 



Claim 31 

Regarding claim 31, the fixture in the '662 patent includes adjustment means for 
aligning the contactor in relation to the circuit board (such as the screws that tighten the 
fixture to hold in alignment seen in the cover figure in view of col. 27). 

Claim 32 

Regarding claim 32, the first plurality of contact elements in the '662 patent 
"include" non-resilient contact pads (i.e. 522 at base of 524 are inherently non-resilient 
since they are just contact pads). 

Claim 33 

Regarding claim 33, the plurality of contact areas (510) in the '662 patent are 
disposed on the circuit board surface in positions corresponding (i.e. "electrically 
corresponding") to the terminals (i.e. 526) of the semiconductor wafer (i.e. 508). 
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Conclusion 



4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Evan T. Pert whose telephone number is 703-306-5689. 



If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kamand Cuneo can be reached on 703-308-1233. The fax phone numbers 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-308-7722 
for regular communications and 703-308-7722 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308- 
0956. 



The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (7:00-3:30). 



ETP 

May 15, 2003 




£VAN PERT 



